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On behalf of the many educators and families who 
make up the Hunnewell community, we welcome 
you to the Hunnewell Elementary School! 
 
Those of us who have been a part of this community 
for a while often take for granted many of the 
routines and traditions that make our school so 
special. We hope that this booklet will serve to 
welcome new families and ease your transition to 
the school and its community. If you do not find the 
answers to your questions here, please do not 
hesitate to ask any member of our school 
community. 
 
The book is organized into the following parts: 
 

·  Curriculum 
·  Typical School Day  
·  School Policies Overview  
·  Hunnewell Traditions  
·  Hunnewell Resources 
·  After-School & Extra-Curricular Activities 

 
Hunnewell is truly a neighborhood school and there 
is great enthusiasm for volunteering and lending a 
hand as needed. 
 
We look forward to getting to know you and hope 
you will get involved! 
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Core Curriculum 
 
The core curriculum of the Wellesley Public Schools 
is comprised of Literacy, Mathematics, Science, 
Social Studies, Library/Media, Fitness and Social 
Competency and Responsibility, and the Fine Arts. 
There is a well developed set of learning goals for 
each grade. Your child’s teacher will give you a 
pamphlet of goals at Parent Back to School Night in 
September. 
 
To see a summary of study topics by grade visit: 
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All grades participate in “specials”: Physical 
Education (PE), Library, Music, and Art. Students 
are required to wear lace or Velcro secured athletic 
shoes in PE. 
 
Note that Massachusetts standardized testing 
(MCAS) begins in Third Grade. See the official 
website for details:  
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Report Cards & Parent Conferences 
 
Report cards are issued at the end of January or 
beginning of February and again on the last day of 
school. 
 
Parents have a 20-30 minute private conference 
with their child’s teacher in November and March or 
April.
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Bus Service 
 
General bus transportation is provided to students 
who live two or more miles from school. Other 
student may pay a fee to ride a bus to school. 
 
 
Arrival 
 
Students arrive to school between 8:15 and 8:30am. 
The students congregate at the back of school and 
play until the 8:30am bell. When the bell rings, 
Kindergarten students enter doors dedicated to their 
classes on the playground side of the school. First 
and Second Grade students enter in the doors to the 
lower hallway adjacent to the blacktop. Grades 3-5 
enter in the doors to the upper hallway that are 
partway up the hill from the blacktop and toward the 
town library. 
 
Once all the students have entered the arrival doors 
at the back of the school, the doors are locked for 
safety reasons for the remainder of the day. Only the 
front entrance is unlocked while school is in session. 
 
Note that in inclement weather students line up by 
class in the gymnasium. If the snowperson flag is 
displayed out front near the music room, send your 
child to the gym through the door under the 
archway. Inclement weather is usually defined by 
falling rain at arrival time or temperatures below 20 
degrees. 
 
 
 



Gear 
 
All students need a backpack for carrying snack, 
lunch, homework, outerwear, etc. 
 
All students in the lower grades are given a “home 
folder.” Teachers use it to send home homework, 
notices, permission slips, and flyers. Your child must 
bring his/her home folder to and from school each 
day. Any written communication you have for your 
child’s teacher should be sent in the home folder. In 
the upper grades, home folder use varies by 
teacher. 
 
Note that in snowy weather students are required to 
wear boots, hats, mittens, and snow pants to play on 
the play equipment and fields at recess. Students 
without proper attire are restricted to the blacktop 
during recess. 
 
 
Snack 
 
All students bring a snack from home each day to 
eat mid-morning. The snack should be in a separate 
container from lunch. Snack guidelines vary on a per 
class basis depending on the allergies of the 
particular classroom. 
 
 
Lunch 
 
Students may bring a lunch from home or order a 
lunch from the school. Payment for lunch is by a 
debit system sent directly to student’s homes. Your 
child’s account will not be opened until you pre-pay. 
 



A cold lunch choice (such as a bagel, salad, or 
sandwich) and a hot lunch choice are offered each 
day. Hot and cold lunches come with a choice of 
milk or water. The lunch menu is sent home each 
month with the school newsletter.  
 
Lunch count is taken in the morning in each 
classroom by 9am. Children indicate: 

·  brought lunch from home 
·  buying milk 
·  buying a cold lunch 
·  buying a hot lunch 

2% and chocolate milk are the milk options. Small 
bottles of water are available for free at lunch 
courtesy of the PTO.  
 
Free or reduced priced lunches are available for 
families who qualify. Applications are distributed at 
the beginning of the year but may be requested at 
any time of the year. 
 
 
Dismissal 
 

·  Full day dismissal is 3:05pm on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

·  Half-day dismissal is 12:00pm on 
Wednesdays. 

·  Kindergarten students are dismissed at either 
3:05pm or 12:00pm based on their stay days. 
All Kindergarten students are dismissed at 
12:00pm on Wednesdays. 

 
Kindergarten and First Grade students are 
dismissed from under the arch at the front of the 
school. The teacher must visually see the adult 
picking up a child before the child is released. If 



there is a change to the normal dismissal plans for 
Kindergarten or First Grade students (e.g. going 
home with a friend, different person picking up, etc.) 
a written note must be sent in to the classroom 
teacher on that day. 
 
Students in Second Grade and older are dismissed 
from their classrooms. 
 
Bus students and after-school care students are 
supervised until the transportation comes. 
 
 
School News 
 
An eNewsletter is sent out every Friday with 
information regarding upcoming events at school 
and around town, volunteer opportunities, PTO 
information, etc. Any parent or guardian can sign-up 
to receive this eNewsletter. Go to the Hunnewell 
PTO website at 
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to enter any email addresses of parents or 
guardians who want to receive the eNewsletter. 
 
Most teachers write periodic classroom newsletters. 
Some of these newsletters are electronic and some 
are paper. 
 
School-wide emails are also used throughout the 
year to communicate important PTO and school-
related information.  
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For a comprehensive listing of Wellesley Public 
School policies see:  
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Communicating with School 
 
The Office Manager is the best person to call if you 
need to communicate immediately with the school, a 
teacher, or your child during school hours:  

781.446.6275. 
Be sure to let the Office Manager and your child’s 
teacher know if any of your contact information 
changes during the year. 
 
At Parent Back to School Night in September, 
teachers explain their preferences and guidelines for 
communication. There is an automated voice 
mailbox for every Hunnewell Staff member.  Email 
address protocol for all staff members is: 
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Note that email should not be used for time or date 
sensitive messages or for a message requiring a 
signature.  
 
 
Visitor Log 
 
Any adult entering the school while school is in 
session should announce themselves at the office. If 
the adult is scheduled to be in a classroom as a 
volunteer s/he must sign the visitor log. 
 



Early Release 
 
If your child needs to leave school for an 
appointment, a written note needs to be sent to 
his/her teacher. Check in at the main office to meet 
your child and sign him/her out. 
 
 
Tardiness 
 
If your child arrives at school after the 8:30am bell 
rings, a parent/caregiver must sign her/him in at the 
office.  
 
 
Absences & Intended Tardiness 
 
If your child will be absent from school, call the 
attendance line at 

781-446-6245, ext 499 
before 8:30am that day. 
 
You also need to call the attendance line if your child 
intends to arrive to school later than 8:45am. When 
reporting that your child will be late, please indicate 
whether or not s/he intends to buy hot lunch, cold 
lunch, or milk. 
 
 
Parking 
 
Hunnewell’s downtown location can make parking 
and pedestrian safety a challenge. It is essential that 
you familiarize yourself with the school driving and 
parking rules. Please make sure any caregivers who 
pick-up or drop-off your children understand the 
rules. Note that the morning drop-off and afternoon 



pick-up rules differ. The most current set of rules are 
at: 

�����
��������������������
�����
������� �
 
 
School Cancellation 
 
TV Station: Channel 4, 5, or 7 
Radio Station: WBZ 1030 AM 
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The Hunnewell community is fortunate to have an 
active PTO, School Council, and engaged staff who 
contribute to the variety of annual events and 
activities that go on throughout the school year. We 
hope you will keep your eyes open for volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year! 
 
 
Year-Round 
 
PTO Coffee & Conversation Meetings: Informational 
meetings with the Principal and PTO President with 
conversation driven by the questions and ideas 
brought forth by the attendees. Siblings are 
welcome. These meetings take place every other 
month. 
 
PTO Evening Meetings: Meetings on specific 
Hunnewell related topics, Wellesley Public School 
topics, and community matters. The PTO also 
sponsors talks on topics of particular interest to 
parents of elementary aged children. These 
meetings take place on alternate months from the 
PTO Coffee & Conversation Meetings. 
 
 
Fall 
 
Parent Back to School Night: Evening, September; 
Parents meet their child’s teacher, see the 
classroom, and hear about the upcoming academic 
year. 
 
Ice Cream Social: Evening, September; A social 
event for the whole family. 



 
Class cocktail parties: Evenings, October and 
November; A social event for parents to meet all the 
other parents in their child’s class.  
 
Family Photo Days: Daytime, October and 
November; A Fall fundraiser for the Hunnewell PTO. 
Sign up for one of 3 weekends for family photos 
taken at Wellesley Town Hall by professional 
photographers. 
 
Halloween Parade: 8:45-9:30am, October 31st; 
Students parade around the school in costume by 
class and with their reading buddies.  
 
Sock Hop: Evening, November; A social event for 
the whole family. 
 
 
Winter 
 
Ice Skating Party: Afternoon, January; A social event 
for the whole family. 
 
Family Open School Night: Evening, February; A 
chance for students to show off their hard work to 
their families. 
 
 
Spring 
 
Annual PTO Auction: Evening. March; A social event 
for parents centered around an auction. The auction 
proceeds fund PTO sponsored programs at 
Hunnewell.  
 
Music Concert: During school and in the evening, 
March and April; A chance for students, on a per 



class, basis to demonstrate their music learning and 
skills. 
  
Fun Fair: Afternoon, May; Activities and games for 
the town sponsored by the PTO.  
 
PE Demonstration: During school, May; A chance for 
students, on a per class basis, to demonstrate their 
fitness learning and skills. 
 
Field Day: During school, June; An outside game 
demonstration by students. 
 
Year Book Signing: Afternoon, June; Students 
exchange signatures with friends and teachers. All 
students receive a small, blank autograph book and 
pen (yearbooks are handed out to those who 
ordered them).  
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Official Hunnewell School Website 
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This website includes general information about our 
school, such as curriculum resources, nursing 
services, Faculty & Staff, Library Media Center, and 
support organizations. 
 
Hunnewell PTO Website 
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This website includes specific information about our 
school, such as upcoming dates, eNewsletter 
archives, current school policies, and social event 
registration forms. 
 
Hunnewell PTO 
The Hunnewell PTO enjoys active participation from 
Hunnewell parents. There are plenty of opportunities 
to contribute time and talent – not all require heavy 
time commitments. Keep your eyes open for 
announcements throughout the year, and don’t 
hesitate to jump in and help! 
 
Class Parents/Room Parents 
Your children’s Room Parents are excellent 
resources for finding out about class structure and 
how best to communicate with your teacher. They 
will know about upcoming field trips, volunteer 
opportunities in the classroom, and general 
information related to your child’s class. 
 
School Council 
This is an advisory council that was formed as a 
result of the School Reform Act of 1993 consisting of 
an equal number of parents and teachers, a 
community member, and our principal. The Council 



meets 5-7 times during the school year to address a 
wide range of school and education-related issues 
as determined by the principal. 
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Wellesley Community Children’s Center (WCCC) 
WCCC provides after school care at each of the 
Elementary Schools from dismissal time until 
6:00pm every school day. Coverage is also available 
during the February and April vacation weeks. 
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Kids Time  
Kids Time is an enrichment program that offers a 
variety of extra-curricular activities after school in 
various Wellesley Elementary Schools. There are 
Fall and Winter semesters. The program brochures 
are distributed via backpacks. Classes fill up quickly. 
 
Music Program 
The Wellesley Public Schools offer a rich after-
school music program including Suzuki strings, 
band, and orchestra. The Music Program website is 
an excellent resource for all music related 
information and for individual lessons as well as 
town-wide Band and Orchestra opportunities.  
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Scouting 
There are Girl Scout Troops and Boy Scout Packs 
for almost every grade at Hunnewell. 
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Sports  
The following websites all have contact information 
and most will allow you to register your child online. 
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Wellesley Recreation Department 
The Wellesley Recreation Department offers 
programs year round and publishes brochures for 
their Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer sessions. 
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